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Secular Franciscan Herald 

The Passion of Saint John the Baptist 

c. 29 A.D. August 29—Memorial Liturgical Color: Red 

A desert-dwelling, locust-eating, weed-wearing, celibate ascetic dies for marriage 

Saint John Vianney was so opposed to the dances held routinely in his small town of Ars that he dedicated a 

small chapel in his parish church to Saint John the Baptist. At its entrance was painted, perhaps somewhat 

tongue in cheek, a warning of the evil effects produced by lust and drink: “His head was the price of a dance.” 

Saint John the Baptist’s head was, indeed, the wage rendered by an older man for the satisfaction of watching 

a young girl dance at his birthday party. More remotely, however, John’s beheading was not caused by a 

suggestive dance. He paid with his head for poking the bear. John denounced King Herod Antipas, to his face, 

for divorcing his lawful wife and taking as his own Herodias, his sister-in-law, the wife of his still living half-

brother Philip. (Convoluted family blood lines also made Herodias Herod’s niece.) John the Baptist died a 

martyr for marriage. 

Herod Antipas was a tetrarch—one of four rulers who co-governed ancient Palestine as client kings under the 

oversight of a Roman governor. Herod Antipas learned cruelty at home on his father’s knee. His father, Herod 

the Great, had two of his own sons strangled to death, murdered his favorite wife, and ordered the slaughter of 

all the male babies of Bethlehem. Herod Antipas’ imprisonment and execution of John was more aggressive 

than his restrained interaction, a few years later, with John’s cousin.  Jesus had called Herod a “fox” when 

some pharisees told Jesus that Herod was plotting His death. Pontius Pilate later sent Jesus to Herod for 

interrogation after Pilate determined that the Jew’s complaints about Jesus fell more under Herod’s 

jurisdiction than Pilate’s own. At this strange audience in Jerusalem between Herod and Jesus on Good 

Friday, Herod wanted Jesus to perform a miracle for him, as if Jesus were a mere magician who pulled rabbits 

out of hats. But Jesus said not a word to the man who killed His beloved cousin. Jesus, after all, did not come 

to provide bread and circuses to the curious. He performed miracles to elicit and to reward faith. So the fox 

sent Jesus back to Pilate for what always happened next. 

Herod is to John the Baptist what Pilate is to Jesus. Neither Herod’s nor Pilate’s first choice was to order an 

execution. But cowardice and fear coalesced until commanding the death of an innocent man was more 

expedient than braving the ridicule and threats of subordinates. According to Saint Mark, “Herod feared John, 

knowing that he was a righteous and holy man…When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he 

liked to listen to him” (Mk 6: 20).  “[Herod] was deeply grieved” (Mk 6: 26) that he had to order John’s death. 

But he didn’t actually have to order John’s death. If he were truly grieved, he could have stood up in the midst 

of the happy crowd, said “I made a stupid promise which I now regret,” and granted Salome (her name is not 

found in the Bible) some other handsome gift instead of a blood-splattered plate. Herod beheaded a man to 

save face, to avoid embarrassment, and to avoid having to say “I made a mistake.” 

The Passion, or Beheading, of Saint John the Baptist is one of the very oldest liturgical feasts on the Church’s 

calendar. John’s birth may be the oldest feast. Along with the feasts of Holy Week, the original event of 

John’s death is right there on the surface of Holy Scripture, and so likely was commemorated as soon as the 

Church started commemorating anything. John the Baptist’s colorful life on the edge of respectability came to 

an abrupt end due to the weakness of a weak man, Herod, and due to the revenge sought by the troubled 

conscience of Herodias, who despised John for mentioning the obvious. Saint Jerome writes that Herodias’s 

rage was not satiated by the grisly head of her tormentor on a platter, but that she rabidly stabbed the tongue 

which had indicted her even after it was silenced.  
Saint John the Baptist, your penitential life ended abruptly when you spoke the truth to power. You did not flinch, 
vacillate, or equivocate. You were imprisoned and then killed for defending the dignity of marriage. Help us to be as 
courageous and plainspoken as you.         www.mycatholic.life 
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 Calendar of Events 
July-Month of the Precious Blood of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ 
1st-Feast of the Precious Blood of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ 
1st-St Junipero Serra, Priest, died 1784 
2nd-Feast of the Visitation of Our Lady 
3rd-St Thomas, Apostle, Martyr, died 1st Century 
4th-St Elizabeth of Portugal, Virgin, Franciscan Third 
Order Secular, died 1336 
6th-St Maria Goretti, Virgin, Martyr, Franciscan Cord 
bearer, died 1902 
12th-MONTHLY GATHERING-5 PM-OUR LADY OF 
LOURDES CHURCH BASEMENT-POTLUCK 
15th-St Bonaventure, Bishop, Doctor of the Church, 
Franciscan First Order, died 1274 
22nd-St Mary Magdalen, Disciple of Jesus, died 1st 
Century 
23rd-St Bridget of Sweden, Visionary, died 1373 
26th-St Joachim and Anne, parents of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
29th-St Martha, Disciple of Jesus, died 80 AD 
August-Month of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
4th-St John Vianney, Priest, Franciscan Third Order 
Secular, died 1859 
6th-Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
8th-St Dominic, Priest, Franciscan Cord bearer, 
founded the Dominicans, died 1221 
9th-MONTHLY GATHERING-6 PM-OUR LADY OF 
LOURDES CHURCH BASEMENT 
11th-St Clare of Assisi, Virgin, Founded the Poor 
Clares, died 1253 
14th-St Maximilian Kolbe, Priest, Martyr, 
Conventual, died 1941 
15th-Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady 
20th-St Bernard of Clairvaux, Abbott, Doctor of the 
Church, died 1153 
21st-St Pius X, Pope, Franciscan Third Order Secular, 
died 1914 
22nd-Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
23rd-St Rose of Lima, Virgin, Dominican tertiary, 
first saint of the Americas, did 1617 
24th-St Bartholomew, Apostle, Martyr, died 1st 
Century 
25th-St Louis IX, King, Patron of Franciscan Third 
Order Seculars, died 1270 
27th-St Monica, Widow, Mother of St Augustine, 
died 387 
28th-St Augustine of Hippo, Bishop, Doctor of the 
Church, died 430 
28th-St Junipero Serra, Priest, Franciscan First 
Order, died 1784 
29th-Passion of St John the Baptist, died 29 AD 

Secular Franciscan Gathering –  
Our Lady of Lourdes Church basement 6:00 PM 

No meeting in June 

Pope St. Pius X, canonized May 29, 1954 
   St. Pius X, original name Giuseppe Melchiorre Sarto, (born June 2, 
1835, Riese, Venetia, Austrian Empire [now in Italy]—died August 
20, 1914, Rome, Italy; canonized May 29, 1954; feast day August 
21), Italian pope from 1903 to 1914, whose staunch political and 
religious conservatism dominated the early 20th-century Roman 
Catholic Church. Ordained in 1858, he became a parish priest in 
the Italian region of Venetia. Pope Leo XIII made him bishop of 
Mantua (1884) and in 1893 cardinal and patriarch of Venice. He 
was elected pope on August 4, 1903. Tepid toward Leo’s social 
reforms, Pius decided to concentrate on apostolic problems and to 
make the defense of Roman Catholicism his cause. Three aspects 
of his policy particularly aroused bitter controversy: the 
repression of Modernism, a contemporary intellectual movement 
seeking to reinterpret traditional Catholic teaching in the light of 
19th-century philosophical, historical, and psychological theories; 
his reaction against Christian Democrats; and his attitude toward 
separation of church and state in France. Because Modernism 
tended to ignore certain traditional values in order to achieve its 
ends, Pius placed several Modernist books on the Index of 
Forbidden Books, rejected Modernist teachings and suggested 
remedies to cancel them. He also urged immediate compliance 
with his strict censorship program. On September 1, 1910, he 
ordered that all teachers in seminaries and clerics before 
ordination take an oath denouncing Modernism and supporting 
traditional teachings. 
   Although he took the first tentative steps to improve relations 
with liberal Italy and allowed Catholics for the first time to vote in 
Italian national elections, Pius led the reaction against Christian 
Democracy because he could not tolerate the idea of some 
Catholics making their social work a matter independent of the 
hierarchy and conducting it in an increasingly political direction.    
He opposed the contemporary trend in European countries 
whereby Christians reacted against doctrines of materialism by 
forming their own social movements or popular action groups. 
Accordingly, he formally condemned the Italian priest Romolo 
Murri’s popular action movement in 1903 and the pioneering 
Christian liberal Marc Sangnier’s Sillon movement in France. The 
Sillon broke from the church, whose authority it challenged. 
On Pius’s accession, the separation of church and state in France 
was already visible, and the break was inevitable, occurring amid 
a growing anticlericalism in France. In 1905 the French formally 
separated church from state, an act condemned by Pius on 
February 11, 1906. Most of the French bishops were willing to try 
the new French legislation, which safeguarded all that could still 
be preserved of the church’s material interests, but Pius rejected 
the compromise. Some of his directives, though superceded by 
later social developments, mark him as one of the forerunners of 
Catholic Action—i.e., the organization of the laity for special and 
direct collaboration in the church’s apostolic work. His eucharistic 
decrees eased the regulations governing daily communion, and his 
revival of the Gregorian plainsong and his recasting of the 
breviary and of the missal were important liturgical reforms. His 
decision to adapt and systematize canon law led to the publication 
of the new code in 1917, effective in 1918. His reorganization of 
the Curia modernized the church’s central administration, including a 

codification of the conclave. Feast day: Aug 21 St Pius X Biography  
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